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in the rudest minds, a more honourable origin. Its
universality has been very rationally explained from
the spontaneous tendency of the mind to attribute
life and volition, similar to what it feels in itself, to
all natural objects and phenomena which appear to
be self-moving. This was a plausible fancy, and no
better theory could be formed at first. It was natu-
rally persisted in so long as the motions and operations
of these objects seemed to be arbitrary, and incapable
of being accounted for but by the free choice of the
Power itself. At first, no doubt, the objects them-
selves were supposed to be alive; and this belief still
subsists among African fetish-worshippers. But as
it must soon have appeared absurd that things which
could do so much more than man, could not or would
not do what man does, as for example to speak, the
transition was made to supposing that the object pre-
sent to the senses was inanimate, but was the creature
and instrument of an invisible being with a form and
organs similar to the human.

These beings having first been believed in, fear of
them necessarily followed; since they were thought
able to inflict at pleasure on human beings great evils,
which the sufferers neither knew how to avert nor to
foresee, but were left dependent, for their chances of
doing either, upon solicitations addressed to the deities
themselves. It is true, therefore, that fear had much
to do with religion : but belief in the Grods evidently
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